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For the souvenir of this first ever Vishwa Punjabi

Sahitya Sammelan we therefore thought of
including articles in five major languages the Punjabi
people speak and write in. Indian Punjabis write in
Gurumukhi and those in the Pakistani Punjab write in
Urdu. The script used by Pakistani Punjabis is called
Shahmukhi as against Gurumukhi. However, the spoken
language on either side of the border is the same.
Besides this Punjabis speak and write in Hindi and
English in general and the language of their domicile
state or country in particular. In Maharashtra’s case it
is Marathi. Hence this souvenir consists of articles in
these five languages.

The first ever Vishwa Punjabi Sahitya Sammelan

is significant for many reasons. First and foremost
among them is it is a celebration of Punjabi language
on Maharashtrian soil. It comes on the heels of Marathi
Sahitya Sammelan at Ghuman, Punjab held last year
and both these initiatives were taken by Sarhad, Pune, a
social, cultural and educational organization dedicated
to humanitarian work in India’s border regions. This is
a unique phenomenon in the literary sphere. Secondly,
the sammelan is a celebration of Punjab-Maharashtra
friendship which dates back to 13th century when
Sant Namdev went from Maharashtra to Punjab and
spent 23 years of his life there. Over the period, the
relationship grew closer through Guru Gobindsingh
ji, who, in his final years came to Maharashtra and
stayed at Nanded. Thirdly, the sammelan is taking
place in the 350th birth anniversary year of Guru
Gobindsingh ji, who is one of the most revered figures
for not just the Sikhs but all the Punjabis and indeed
Indians. Throughout his life Guruji worked towards
bringing people together, fighting for their rights and
safety and showing them the correct path in life. There
couldn’t have been any more opportune time for such
a sammelan, which essentially is all about bringing
people across the language, religion and geographical

P unjab is the land of five rivers as we all know.
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boundaries together as Indians.

Literature in any language is like a river that flows
along the features of the land. The mountains, the
fields, the jungles and the plains direct it along its
course. In literature, the ethnic peculiarities, cultural
sensibilities and social composition as well as the
paradigms shape the prose and poetry of a language.
Add to that the folk traditions of the region and the
landscape is complete. In a country like India where
it is said that dialects change at every eighteen
kilometers, these variations make an interesting
kaleidoscope of literary expressions. The variations in
script make the kaleidoscope even more interesting.

As a Maharashtrian one must admit it was a wonderful
experience to compile the material for this souvenir.

In compiling this souvenir we have attempted to put
forward different perspectives about the Punjabi
language, Punjabi culture and Punjabi people. You
would find here an interesting combination of the
perspectives of Punjabi, Marathi and Urdu writers.

The literary tradition of Punjabi language is believed
to have begun with the Janam Sakhi, a collection of
stories about the life and times of Guru Nanak Dev
ji. However, Sufi saint Khwaja Fariduddin Masud
Ganjshakar popularly known as Baba Farid and She
ikh Farid (1173-1266) can be credited with laying
the foundation of Punjabi literature as we know it
today as he developed the language by making it more
sophisticated in literary sense. Till then Punjabi was
generally considered a primitive folk language and
whatever was written in it was mostly anonymous.
Later on more Sufi saints like Bulle Shah and Waris
Shah further enriched the Punjabi literature. With Guru
Nanak Deviji started the Gurumukhi literary tradition
and it was continued by the successive gurus.

The Vishwa Punjabi Sahitya Sammelan is as
much a salute to these great, spiritual and historical
personalities as it is to the contemporary authors and
poets, none less than two literary giants: Amrita Pritam
and Dr. Gurdial Singh Rahi, Punjabi’s two Jnanpith
recipients, and all the greats between them.

We hope you would enjoy reading the articles in this
souvenir.

Prashant Talnikar
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wouldn’t have been as good as it is. Thank you,
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valuable. We take this opportunity to thank all
the advertisers who have contributed to this
souvenir.

TR : fdeq ormeht Tifec FHGH, 9ol 095/



=

Five Star Decors
Vo Doy weur Dmvam t2 Epaiiry qu}.;ﬁ’ej&

PLANNING DESIGM COORDINATION

Weddings and Events are our passion, it is what we do, and what we do best...

% i A7, &

£ ACCRr _Btr arigne— e réailfe
o R e /’6

ME. BHALLA FOUMDER / CERTIFIED WEDDING AND EVENT PLAMMNER

WWW.FIVESTARDECORS.IN SUFPORT@FIVESTARDECORS.IN
9370153033 / 9371053033

"~ Honaftininitiog ot

forma : fdeg doret wnfey WHeH, gor k098 /¢



aregefly 9Ty

President’s Speech Surjit Patar .............. 23
W AT AT 8¢ Fortg i a@a ... 3¢
HAJT &dl fAUTS™= niuR B 29 Juar.. | J9EH AT I B . %0
BeEad fasAE J9EH AT I B . 83
Har fa€fentt = " JIHTS fAW IHT ... y¥
a6x ArfEg fee fan AASS W A8T . 8¢

HINDI SECTION
TYERY Ha T2 MNeaig St Sn. g[aXaHia gY (J1S) ...cvvvvvrecn. 4y

URDU SECTION

............... 60
ENGLISH SECTION
Modern Punjabi drama: A Bird’s eye-view Dr. S.N. Sewak ...oveeernnnn. 64
Sultan Bahu, A Gem of Punjabi Sufi Poetry Gurbhajansingh Gill v.....eevue.es 66
MARATHI SECTION
GgeIaTg 3o Sia WL . fdb, ©0
HERISE 3T Goig 3T, 3MP BMG................ 03
19T O FIacich GoTel BT, ST S R.....voveee 0

forma : fdeq goret wnfecy HHeH, gor 098/



TETH H341
Prime Minister

Al

® Afeg g o & 350 & SwAfEw & 3waew & qot,
AEAE ® ¥R gger e darr miftew e & & v
UF Agcaqul HeAl B U W7 1 48 FAAae Apne & o
W ¥Riew F= & v & weg v & aud & g, oW 39E
FH U FT Figel arer FE FT W F E| AT HS TG G
m#m#mﬁmwﬁaﬁmmﬁmﬁm
W= o & @ B IF wEAEs S AT § AiNE =R B

# ger § T = s AW, witew awr #Epf & Avems
AR AU A A F o i alw dEm AE MW
T & # wHdE w1 g

age weu, g oo Aftc weAeW & amew A e
welr =faT aur w@vud w9 F AT X faeg & se ge ded

st s wpet # # aurd s T & )
Zz oy ¢¥
P
(A= A
7% el
IeTE 31, 2016

foRTaa : faea Tt ATfEed FHeH, gur 209% /90



W HA1
Prime Minister
MESSAGE

The first Vishwa Punjabi Sahitya Sammelan organized in Pune,
Maharashtra to mark the occasion of 350" birth anniversary of Guru
Gobindsinghji is a very important event. [ congratulate Sarhad for
organizing this Sammelan in Maharashtra and commend them for
their work of bonding people across the country through such
initiatives. Punjabi language and the Punjabi people have always
made an enormous contribution to the nation. This Sammelan is a
celebration of their contribution.

I would like to see more such efforts to unite the country
through language, literature and culture.

I once again congratulate Sarhad, all the individuals and
institutions involved in the organization of the Vishwa Punjabi
Sahitya Sammelan, as well as all my Punjabi brothers and sisters who
have come for the Sammelan from all over the world. My best wishes
to all of you!

/-g_ ’
(Narendra Modi)

New Delhi
August 31, 2016
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Manmohan Singh
Member of Parlimment

Rajya Sabha
MESSAGE

| am very pleased to learn that the first Vishwa Punjabl Sahitya
Sammelan is being organized in Pune on the occasion of the 350™ birth
anniversary of Guru Gobind Singh ji.

SARHAD and the organizing committee had invited me for the
sammelan and it would have been a pleasure to attend it. Howewver, due o my
prior engagements | am unable o do 50.

Punjabis have made enomous contributions not just in India, but n al
the couniries in the world wherever they have seitled, Be it business,
economics, politics, farming, entertainment or philanthropy, they have been
cansistently pushing the frontier fonsand.

Punjabi is a iving language Is a great language with a rich literature and
it is also the language in which the holy Guru Granthsahib is written. The
Vishwa Punjabi Sahitya Sammelan is a celebration of literature in Punjabi
language and it is a irbute to all the Punjabi people. )

| wish the sammalan a QI‘H[ success and commend SARHAD and all
those invoheed in the organization of the sammelan.

Bl g~ T il
{Manmohan Eth

New Dedhi
October 18, 2016.
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I am happy to learn that SARHAD is shortly organizing the
first Vishwa Punjabi Sahitya Sammelan at Pune to mark the
350" birth anniversary of Shri Guru Gobind Singhji. I
appreciate SARHAD’s commendable initiatives in organizing
varied programmes for bringing together the people of our
country.

I believe that the forthcoming Sammelan shall go a long
way in enlarging awareness about the notable contributions
made by Punjabis not only in our own country but in all parts of
the world, wherever they have chosen to settle down. I cannot
think of any arena of activity in which Punjabis hawve not
excelled.

Punjabi is a language in which the sacred Guru Granthsahib
is written. It is a live language with a very rich literature. I
believe that the Sammelan shall provide a wonderful
opportunity for celebrating the notable contributions of
Punjabis and their language and culture.

I congratulate the SARHAD and wish high success to the

Sammelan.
m

25" October, 2016
Srinagar.
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It gives me immense pleasure to know that Vishwa Punjabi Sahitya Sammelan
is being organized at Pune, M5 with the initiative of SARHAD, Pune a social, cultural
and educational organization engaged in bonding with the people from viclence
affected border states of the country and | congratulate SARHAD, Pune and the poets
and writers from Punjabi Language for choosing Pune for the Punjabi Literature
Conclave.

The close bonding with cordial relation between the Marathi and Punjabi
people dates back to many centuries and both had run to help of each other many
times, Literature has been one of the various bonds bebween the two states far YEars
and the organization of the 88 th Akhil Bhartiva Marathi Sahitya Sammelan at Ghuman
in Punjab, a place where noted Marathi Sant Namdev had stayed for long time, is one
of them,

Holding the conclave on the auspicious occasion of 350 th Birth Anniversary of
Guru Govind Singhli is also novel one and the can be surely helpful to strengthen the
linguistic, literary, cultural bonds between the states. The participation of the noted
writers and poets from Punjab is also appreciable and can be a feast for not only the
participants from Punjab but also the masses from Maharashtra to get first hand joy of
Punjabs Literature.

Again, | congratulate SARHAD, Pune and the personalities from Punjabi
Literature field for holding Vishwa Punjabi Sahitya Sammelan at Pune and wish

SUECess.,
With Regards !
Yours,
Ao
(MNitin Gadkari)
Shri Girish Bapat,
Member,

Organising Committee,
Vishwa Punjabi Sahitya Sammelan &
Hon'ble Guardian Minister, Pune, MS,
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NEW DELHI

MESSAGE

| am glad to know that the first Vishwa Punjabi Sahitya Sammelan is being
organised in Pune by “Sarhad’ on the occasion of the 350™ birth anniversary of Shri
Gury Gobind Singh ji.

Funjabis have made their mark in any field one can imagine ranging from
academics to politics to industry. Their contribution to the society is immense.

The sacred Guru Granth Sahib has been written in Punjabi language. Punjabi
language has rich literary history.

The Vishwa Punjabi Sahitya Sammelan will bring together connoisseurs of
Punjabi language from across the world. it will be a celebration of Punjabi language

and culture.

| extend my warm wishes to the organizers and wish the Sammelan a great

SUCCESS
) f{-!"
{Suresh Prabhu)
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HI-d THEA IEEFﬂ
Prakash JavadeKar i
MINISTER

HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA

Message

India is a country with amazing diversity, in languages, cullunes and geographias
and yel it is ona counfry. Each of the languages hera has a greal litarary tradition of

its own. Guru Gobindsingh Ji had brought people together imespective of thair cultural
differances. For this reason, | am greatly pleased that SARHAD, Pune has arganized
the first ever Vishwa Punjabi Sahitya Sammelan at Pune on the occasion of
350" birth anniversary of Guru Gobindsingh Ji

I .am happy Punjab and Maharashira share a long history of friendship and have
an emoflional bonding with each other. Therefore, | am happy thal this Sammelan |s
being organised in Pune, my native place.

I was in Ghuman, Punjab when the 88" Akhil Bharativa Marathi Sahitya
Sammelan was organized, again by SARHAD in that village. It was a first of its kind
sammelan celebrating the literature of one language in a state speaking a different
language. This time Maharashira is reciprocating the gesture by hosting the Vishwa
FPunjabi Sahitya Sammelan on its soil, | am sune this sammaelan is going 1o prove path
breaking and | wish to congratulate SARHAD for its efforts in bringing people of India
together through literature and culture.

| welcome all the paricipants coming from the world over and wish the
sammelan a great SUccess.

I I |

r.{;‘l-"L::-"' e

|
|
Ir"'-?l:'___.-""-

(Prakash Javadekar)

foRma : faeg uoret ATfRe A9, gor 2095/ 9%



sHARAD PAWAR
Member of Parliament
(Rajya Sabha)

MESSAGE

I am delighted to know that the first ever Vishwa Punjabi Sahitya Sammelan is
being organized by Sarhad, on 18%, 19 and 20t November,2016 at Pune. It is aptly on
the auspicious occasion of 350" birth anniversary of Guru Gobind Singhji. reviving
historical relations between Maharashtra and Punjab.

The idea emerged at the 83 Akhil Bhartiya Marathi Sahitya Sammelan held at
Ghuman, Punjab. From the platfiorm of the sammelan, | invoked the idea of
strengthening bonds between Punjab and Maharashtra through linguistic, literary and
cultural aspects.

In his last days, Guru Gobind Singhji was in Nanded, Maharashtra. Long before,
in 13-14th Century Baba Namdev travelled across many states and settled in
Ghuman,Punjab. Abhangas of this reverent saint were also incorporated in the holy
book of Sikhs, Guru Granthsahib,

I am glad to know that prominent Punjabi poet Dr. Surjit Patar will be the
president of this Sammelan. Former federal Minister of Health Ujjal Dosanjh, Raji
Shinde from PTC network, veteran film star Dharmendra, Baba Balbir singh Seechewal,
Dr. Keval Dheer, 5. Tarlochan Singh, Dr. 5. P. Oberoi, Dr. Jaspal Singh and Satnam
Manak will be felicitated with Vishwa Punjabi Gaurav Award on this occasion.
Journalists, intellects and eminent personalities from various fields are participating in
this sammelan. There will be a huge interaction between Punjab and hMaharashtra as
language and culture.

1 appreciate Sanjay Nahar, Sant Singh Mokha, Bharat Desadla, Dilip Gosal and
their colleagues for their hard work for bolstering ties between Maharashtra and
Punjab. 1extend my best wishes to the organizers for the success of sammelan . I am
sure that this historical sammelan will be a milestone, ushering a new chapter of peace
and harmony in our country. f

AN e

(Sharad Pawar) < -

Date : 4 October, 2016
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PARKASH SINGH BADAL
Chief Minister, Punjab

MESSAGE

| have been greatly impressed by the efforts of
"SARHAD" in fostering ties between Punjab and Maharashtra
on cultural, educational and social platforms. Last year this
organization had organized "All India Marathi Sahitya
Sammelan” at village Ghuman, District Gurdaspur, Punjab. The
sammelan was attended by renowned personalities from the
field of literature, art and culture. The NGO is now organizing
“"All India Punjabi Sahitya Sammelan” in Pune. | have no
doubts that due to sustained efforts of this NGO, the bonds
between the people of Punjab and Maharashtra would further

strengthen. | wish this organization a great success in future

1

i il ::-".., _....-1-\. "'r:_" L

(Parkash Singh Badal)
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Chiet Minister, Assam
Guwahati

Sarbananda Sonowal

Dispur
41153018

MESSAGE

| am pleased to know that Sarhad, Pune has ﬂrganized.the first ever
Vishwa Punjabi Sahitya S5ammelan at Pune on the occasion of 350™ birth
anniversary of Guru Gobindsinghji.

Assam has a special relationship with Punjabi people. Guru
MNanakdevji and Guru Tegbahadurji had visited Assam in their times. Also, many
Sikh and Punjabi families have settled in Assam and have mixed in the Assamese
culture inseparably. Assam is proud to have them.

The sammelan Is an excellent initiative taken by Sarhad. With
eminent Punjabis coming from all over the world for the sammelan and serious
discussions and interactions taking place among the participants on the past,
present and future of the Punjabi language, | am sure the sammelan shall prove to
be very fruitful. It is indeed a celebration of the Punjabi language, culture and
people, and |, on behalf of Assamese people congratulate the organizers and
Maharashtra state for organizing it on their land. | wish them a great success.

(SARBANANDA SONOWAL)
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Nitish Kumar

CHIEF MIMNISTER
BIHAR

Rasidence : 7. Cecular Road
(Kaulilya Marg)
Fatna - 800001

L " - l‘l'j"‘
(110 L, [+ P — Date ; (‘]&'p?ﬁr‘

Dear Shei-Sanjay Nahar Jis

I am happy to- know that "Sarhad’ ix
organising the Vishwa Punjabi  Sahilye
sammelans at Pune, Maharashitrar ow
Novemember 18-20, 2016 to- commemorate the

I congratulate yow for evganising
the Sammelan & wish the Vishwa Punjabi

Sahitya Sammelan a great siccess.

With best wishes,
¥ sincerely,
uui ; }I,MMI
(i K i)
Shei Sanjay Nahar,
Founder President,
sarhad; Sarhad Bhavan,

S.Ne=130-133(old) 74/,

79, 80, 81 (New),

Behind Bharatl Vidyapeeth,
Katraj, Pune-411 046.
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Surjit Patar
President

Vishwa Punjabi Sahitya
Sammelan, Pune 2016

t the outset I bow to the great land
Aof Maharashtra. I bow to this land of

Sant Namdeviji, Sant Tukaramji, Bhagat
Trilochanji, Bhagat Paramanandji and Sant
Dnyaneshwariji. [ bow to this land of Shivaji,
Lokmanya Bal Gangadhar Tilakji, Vishnu Ganesh
Pingale and Shivram Hari Rajguru. I salute the
great history of this land. [ salute the people of
Maharashtra, its great language, the eminent
authors and poets of this language and I salute you
all, you are present here today.

The relationship between Maharashtra and
Punjab dates back to at least seven centuries. The
history of this relationship began in the fourteenth
century with the footsteps of Maharashtrian saint,
Sant Namdevji (1270-1350). His footmarks are
the first letters of the history of this relationship.
The land of Punjab, the district Gurdaspur and the
village Ghuman in it are blessed that Sant Namdevji
had stayed there. For nearly two decades, the
words of Sant Namdevji echoed in the air of Punjab
and dwelt in the hearts of the Punjabi people.

Later, in the first decade of the seventeenth
century, the relationship became even more
sacred and deep, when in 1604 AD, the verses of
Sant Namdevji were included along with those of
the Sikh gurus, in the Sikh Holy Scripture Guru
Granthsahib compiled by Shri Guru Arjan Devji.

A century later, in 1708 AD, the tenth Sikh
guru, Guru Gobindhsinghji came to Maharashtra
and settled at Nanded on the banks of Godavari.

It was here that he met Madhodas Bairagi, who
was so influenced by the sight and words of the
tenth guru that from being a mound of snow on a
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secluded peak he started flowing like a river. This
river, in a few years, changed the course of history.
Nanded is the place where, in 1708 AD itself,

Shri Guru Gobindsinghji breathed his last. Before
that, he ordained his followers to obey the Guru
Granthsahib as their guru after him. On the horizon
of Maharashtra the Sikhs saw a sun set and another
epoch making sun rise. Maharashtra is the land that
has had the good fortune to live the pious moments
of Shri Guru Granthsahib being installed as the
perpetual guru of Sikhs and for this reason this
land is dear and holy for us forever. If one glorious
chapter in Sikhism came to an end here, another
chapter also opened right here.

In the 20th century, during India’s freedom
struggle a trio of martyrs kissed the noose on 23rd
March, 1931. The British government cremated
them secretly and immersed their ashes in the
Sutlej equally secretly. Bhagat Singh - Rajguru
- Sukhdev. Of them, Bhagat Singh and Sukhdev
were Punjabi but Shivram Hari Rajguru was from
Maharashtra, belonging to a place called Khed near
Pune.

This history of seven centuries shall see a new
chapter being written today. This is happening at
Pune, in Maharashtra and in the form of this first
ever Vishwa Punjabi Sahitya Sammelan. All of you
are the letters, words and sentences of this chapter.

[ am grateful to Sarhad, to Sanjay Nahar, for all
this.

Sarhad, the organization founded by Sanjay
Nahar always haunts me. He has transformed the
word Sarhad, border, into a positive, constructive
term. Every country has borders, every state;

foRma : fea aoTTet ATfEeT FHeH, gor 2095 /38
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every town, village and house has them. If you
really think that way, each entity has its borders.
Every stream of thoughts, every religion, every
political party and every language has them. We
ought to respect the importance, self-respect of
the borders. However, they should not be so hard
and fast that the body within it becomes a jail. A
wall that doesn’t have doors or windows becomes
blind. Every musical note has its borders. When a
musician composes a raga he doesn’t breach the
borders of the different notes in it; he joins them.

This sammelan is like a raga, a musical
composition, a coordinated effort that Sanjay has
composed. This sammelan is of people who love
literature, who adore languages and who respect
the human values. They may subscribe to different
streams of thought, belong to different political
parties, follow different faiths, but Sanjay Nahar has
brought them together for the benefit of language,
literature and love. In spite of keeping not very well
physically, he has worked tirelessly to make this
mammoth event successful.

Sanjay has done of lot of things even before this;
for Punjab, for Kashmir, in fact for the entire nation.
He had come to Punjab for the first time during its
worst phase.

A little over a year ago, Sarhad had organized
the Akhil Bharatiya Marathi Sahitya Sammelan at
Ghuman in the Gurdaspur district of Punjab. He
was instrumental in having a college opened in the
name of Sant Namdevji and the foundation stone of
Bharatiya Bhasha Bhavan being laid there.

As we all know, this sammelan is dedicated
to the tenth guru, Shri Gobindsinghji. Shri
Gobindsinghji was a great spiritual guide, a martyr,
a great warrior, the founder of the Khalsa Panth, a
peerless poet and a loving patron of poets. He loved
his followers immensely. When Mata Sahib, his
wife, on learning that her four young, innocent sons
were martyred asked, Where are my four beloved
children? I have looked for them everywhere but
they are not to be seen... as if the heavens and earth
shook! But the tenth guru held them up with just
two statements.

Mata Sahib asked: Where are my four beloved
children

The heavens and the earth shook; what a
question for a mother to ask

Gobind held them up with his two statements

Said he, pointing his hand towards the followers:

Look around O Sahib, see your infinite children
here,

For these thousands have I sacrificed four of
yours...

[ have sacrificed four sons to save these children,

So what if four are gone, when so many
thousand are alive...

As I said earlier, the great spiritual guide, the
one who sacrificed everything that was his, the
founder of Khalsa Panth, the great warrior and
the patron of poets, Shri Guru Gobindsinghji was
a peerless poet himself. He composed verses in
five languages: Braj, Punjabi, Hindi, Sanskrit and
Farsi, in more than 150 meters. The sheer number
of languages in which his verses are found is a
mark of his astonishing creative talent but it also
proves how much in favor he was, of the variety
and variation in human life. He used to look at the
world full of different faiths, attires and beliefs like
it was a celebration, a carnival. He has said -

I'm a servant of the Supreme Being,

[ have come here to watch this circus

Describing diversity in faiths, races, attires and
beliefs in the world, he sings in the Kabitta meter -

HIFH WA G, FRARA, P ARM 2=y

PS> TATN, DI St SATEN

A9 I ST W G ufEra

Pt B G, ToTd T 3N

T 7 N IS, S 3T A

T & 6 /g, T & B [RIT T

T & T 9 T S S=ar

IE}T AT WIS, g 3t frare 3

AN 64 U & 3 BY WRATS B

ST 31T STV TeRE Job fog.

R R 6T & NG Pl IS §

WP, 91, 3MTfereT 31T 31 &Y IS13N &

STETE N WIS, il 3 PRI 30T

T & Y Wi, U & 1S §

The above verses depict a great assimilation of
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faiths, races, countries and attires.

One of the finest Punjabi poets of Punjabi,

Puran Singh had said that Punjab is a land of great
assimilations and great separations. He never
elaborated his statement, however whenever [ hear
it, | see in my mind’s eye people coming to Punjab
from other lands - as invaders and as refugees.

do not wish to get into a detail discussion on this;
just want to share a very significant and interesting
phenomenon. Shaikh Shoaib, a man from Kabul

left his homeland with his three sons in search of
peace and prosperity and settled down in Punjab.
His grandson Fariduddin Masoud became the first
poet of Punjabi language and he wrote such a sweet
language, we call him Baba Shaikh Farid Ganj-e-
shakar. Ganj-e-shakar means a treasure-trove of
sweetness. That a foreigner settling down in Punjab
becomes the first poet of Punjabi, is not less than
any assimilation.

Perhaps the greatest assimilation on
Punjab’s soil took place in the form of Shri Guru
Grandthsahib. In it, along with six Sikh gurus,
verses of 15 saints belonging to different religions,
regions and castes are included. They include
Baba Shaikh Farid, a devout Muslim doing namaj
five times a-day and Baba Bhikhan; the devotee
of Lord Vitthal, Sant Namdev and Sant Kabir;

Sant Ravidasji and Lord Krishna devotee Jaideviji;
Bhagat Ramanandji, Parmanandji, Beniji, Bhagat
Pipaji, Sadhnaji, Sain Ji, Dhanna Ji, Trilochanji and
Surdas;ji.

The next great assimilation on Punjab’s soil
happened in the final year of the seventeenth
century, in 1699, on the day of Baisakhi at Shri
Anandpur Sahib. On that day, in the gathering of his
disciples Shri Guru Gobindsinghji asked five Sikhs
to offer their heads. Among those who did, only one
Sikh was from Punjab: Bhai Daya Ram. The others
were Bhai Dharam Chand from Hastinapur, Himmat
Rai from Odisha, Mohakam Chand from Gujarat and
Sahib Chand from Karnataka. These five men, the
Punj Pyare drank amrit from the same tumbler and
became Singhs (Khalsas).

After that, the world saw similar assimilation in
the Khalsa Raj (kingdom) of Maharaja Ranjit Singh,
over four decades in the nineteenth century. In

the cabinet of this Sikh kingdom, Danishvar Fakir
Azizuddin, a Muslim, was the Foreign Minister,
Dina Nath and a Hindu Brahmin was the Finance
Minister. After Maharaja Ranjit Singh’s death the
Khalsa Raj disintegrated. In the hard fought battles
between the Khalsa armies and the British, the
Khalsa forces were defeated even after they had
nearly triumphed, due to the treason of their own
leaders. Thus, like the rest of India, Punjab too was
reduced to becoming a colony of the British. Shah
Muhammad, a Muslim poet and contemporary of
Maharaja Ranjit Singh has written an account of
this tragedy very aptly.

In 1947, the land of Punjab saw the greatest
separation in its history in the form of partition.
The five rivers which gave Punjab its name were
divided. The Redcliffe Line began at the border of
Kashmir, bisected River Raavi, separated Amritsar
from Lahore, cut off villages from their fields and
alienating Sikhs from the birthplace of their first
Guru met the border of Bahawalpur. The water of
the five rivers became rotten. Drinking this water
the Muslims, Sikhs and Hindus went berserk in
anger, hatred and fear. The number of rapes and
murders that took place and the blots the legacy
of Punjab acquired during this time can never be
washed even putting together the water of the five
rivers.

In 1984 Punjab witnessed migrations and
separation. Poet Puran Singh was right in saying:
Punjab is a land of great assimilations and great
separations.

[ remember the lines of Punjabi critic and poet
Dr. Sutinder Singh Noor -

After I separated from you,

I kept going farther and farther away

During the worst times of Punjab, [ had written -

Mourning

Violence

Fear

Helplessness and Injustice

These are the names of my five rivers

Today

They were once

Sutlej

Beas
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Raavi - Ranjha’s village - is Mecca)
Jhelum and Chenab And yet, evil tendencies like casteism,
But one day they shall be infanticide, pretence, arrogance haven’t been
Raga abandoned by the Punjabi psyche.
Poetry Punjab is forlorn, suffering from separation
Beauty on so many levels. The youth of Punjab is going

Love and Justice

It is our wish, our prayer and our ideal that the
five rivers bear the names Raga, Poetry, Beauty,
Love and Justice.

Literature is our interest, place of refuge and
tool. The poet says -

To fight the forces of the dark night

I have come with my instrument too

Kahlil Gibran wrote -

Our greatest singers are those, who

Sing our silences

[t's not easy to sing silences. You need enormous
talent, extreme concentration and immense
courage. People die carrying their silences in
their hearts. To sing those silences, is the duty of
literature. Yes, there are dangers in singing silences,
yet that’s the duty of true literature. True poetry
doesn’t spare even the poet.

When the poem speaks against

Don’t change its words

Change yourself

Even if you can’t

Be desperate for the change, for

There is poesy in this kind of desperation

There is humanity in this kind of desperation

There is revolution in this kind of
desperation

Gurbani, Sufi Kalaam, Qisse, Vaar and Lokyan
are the five streams of classical Punjabi literature.
All the five regard love above rituals and rigid
procedures. Guru Nanak Devji wrote -

TS Tt AR g # frsmr diw

(Burn down such rituals which make you forget
your dearest love)

Sufi poet Sultan Bahu said:

T 39 ASMA I8 TIY a1g, $AM e aidt g

(Let my love be intact; [ will go against all the
established rules)

Bulle Shah sang:

(Heer says: Hajis go to Mecca, for me Takht Hazare

to foreign lands to search its future. You are fined
for speaking Punjabi in schools erected on the

soil of Punjab. Even the children of those in the
government do not study in the government
schools. The farmer has become an outsider in his
own field. However, we cannot sit back and blame
the government alone for all this. A former minister
of Punjab, Dr. Upinderjit Kaur had once quipped,
writing in Punjabi on the milestones is the duty of
the government, but using the language on your
nameplates and the wedding invitations is your
duty. Along with the government, there are many
things we ought to do ourselves. There are many
realizations we need to feel and there are many
tests we must pass through.

If the dawn is far away

The fault is mine, to a large extent

We all pray for a new great assimilation in
Punjab. This sammelan organized by Sanjay
Nahar’s esteemed organization is an inspiration
of this great assimilation. The amount of effort,
perseverance, dedication and sensitivity with
which Sanjay Nahar, along with his team has
made this sammelan possible has stimulated love,
enthusiasm and affinity in our minds. At the same
time, it has filled us with the feeling of need of
introspection, contemplation, humbleness and
rededication.

Punjab isn’t a mere piece of land any more. The
Punjabis live here as well and create a mini Punjab
around them. The Punjab that thrives in the minds
of Punjabis settled in more than 150 countries in
the world is a perception, a thought and a grand
legacy. We need to preserve this legacy for posterity
and in the coming years we need to live, write
and think in a way that our ancestors and our
descendents would feel proud of.
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SAHNI
GROUP

SAHNI AUTOMOTIVE
SERVICES

Govt. Contractor & Engineer

Proprietor :
Indrajit Singh Sahni

SAHNI TOURS & RENTALS
A COMPLETE TRAVELLING
SOLUTION

Sahni Hasprit Singh
D.M.E., B.E. (Mech.)
M. : 98505-09447, 98220-29221

Sahni Gunpavit Singh
M. : 9823729098

365, Shivajinagar,

Opp. J. M. Temple,

Behind N.C.R. Hotel,

Pune 411005.

Fax : 020 25537778,

Ph. : 020 25533370,

Email : sahnitr@yahoo.co.in

VISHWA BHARATI ACADEMY'S
COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING

Charanjit Singh Shahni
Chairman

Ahmednagar. Approved by
AICTE, NEW DELHI,

Recognized by DTE, MUMBAI (Gov.
of Maharashtra) and Affiliated to
University of Pune

First Engineering College in
Ahmednagar to be Remote
Centre to IIT Bombay.

For Admission Contact

Mr. Abhijit Auti

Email : abhijitauti@yahoo.co.in
Website : www.vocoea.com

SAMVED ENERGY
SYSTEMS PVT LTD
“Everything in Solar & Wind"”

Gunpavit Singh Sahni,
Agan Singh Sahni
Director

Office & Works : EL-8, Block,
M.I.D.C.

Bhosari, Pune 411026. INDIA
Mobile : 9823729098

E-mail : samvedenergy@gmail.com
Website : www.svamsystems.in
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Late Ishwardas Behl Charitable Trust

BEACON HIGH SCHOOL
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Nursery to Std.9 C.B.S.E Board
Plot No. 2, Sector 11, Spine Road, PCNTDA, Bhosari, Pune

contact us : +91 9689796660
E-mail : admin@bhs.school web : www.bhs.school

Our Other Branch Wonder Kidz : Plot No. 423,

Sector 2, Indrayani Nagar, Bhosari, Pune-39
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S, g[aXaHira gY (J1S)

/\s>z Hi e ~zZiDS

aHiZ Hi _ anD§ ~ZiD§
gdi crl g EHS cSiD§
Vad{h Jif~YXqgh Z1_ HihaD§

{Xi” VO H§ nU aHsre nO Jé
Jf~YXqgh Or Eg AZR {dcjU
AdViar ~J néf ah h & BYh Z H™Y
AnZ eara Hir _1h ahn, Z gng[aks
dfiVAN Hit, Z YZ His cicgp ahr
Aia Z hr &A™ His {chr ahr &
~=kiZr, {denc 6X"r Ana {dMraHS
ah hé BYhiZ A1 Aa AE™ i
His AYHiianU Ed {ZJT Hii{c_n g
NiB n[apfiWVr ™1 _ ~aV His nOm~ His
YaVr Hin ZVed {Hn {Ogg “aVr
AIE_n CnHSV hB& ~h ZVEd 1zd
Or{V HS {cE enidV gXe Hin Cnhra
fidéin hé

Jé Or H OrdZ Hn c™ Y_ His
ajn VWi Xin Hir {dZre ahié BZHS
AZgra Xi dh h On PR, Nc, HinQ,
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~B_nZr AilX XJUn g JiV {ZanaY,
gOUr Ara gXiMrar gV na AE™1Mra
HiaVin hé Xgan Hin AfhV HiaVi hé J&$
Or Z Xv Hyn {Higr Y_, On{V-ni{V
AXid His gr_n-aln_ n[a™{fV
Zht {(H" 1 &E™V CgHs XTHS 1 Hor
X1 Cg g_c Zi" HiaZ His ~1V Hshr
hé B{vhig _ Jé Ji{~YXigh Or EHS
aUzZr{V-Hiec “1On, arid {Z_va, arp
ChnHS, 1Zd Ed nZdr™ & nHj
gajHs Aia gdiid Endr _hiE_1-gV
Hi &n _a» v hé

Jé Jif~Yxigh OrH g_~ cnd
Y_H§ _c fidén Hy ~cHia ~a
Ed {ZOud HS_HinSn, ar{V[adiOn Ana
_V-_ViVar_ CcP hE W CZHs
~tM DSM-ZrM Ara ~X”id His Xrdha
I Sr hn JB Wt, ~BMran g_nd hn
MH$ Wig Egr n[apgiW{V _ Jé Or Z
CiHsHiE " 1U Ed ciH§_Jc ~MdZn H
{CE AnZ dMijaH§ _WZ g _nzZdVi
Hit HD _ alV hE 17{% Hin "AHiic
néf* Hs eal ¢ OiHia Cg AnZr
AiV[aHS e©fs Hit C"MaZ Ara a_,
gdy, £, gXiMia Og _1Zdr™ JUn
Hit OrdZ _ YraU HaZ “mt™ ~Zn"1é
fidajn HS {CE gXr gdXn V' ra ahZ HS
[CE eSO Hy _hidnU Ed Ardi™H
nZn Ara " Licgn nW* ~Zn~ng " Incgr
nW* ~Zn™i6 " Incgn® Hir gOZ BZHSs
A"Vnd gr_{OHS gaMZn ht

ZndfHSC_ {nVhHIY  His
aji hV ~{cXiZ H {cE afaV Hiaz
dic, AnZ gifh~OnXn Hin Y_ Ara
Ad{™ nZ hV OPZ H§ {cE gfiHiia
XZ dic, XrZ-hrZ ™dZn g JAV
VEHiiCrZ 0Z_1izg _ O}V Ha el
\$H§Z dnc Ana fid™ hiW _ e cHia
X_ZHi[a 1 g QHSanZ dic gihgr
Ed Aci{HHS Hy™n HS {CE Jé Or
gXd fi_aUr™ ahJé& B{Vhig grjr h
{(HJ6OrZ nzdr & Ed “nXn
Hin Or{dV al Z H§ {cE AnZ aiU hr
Zht ~péH§ AnZn gdfid gadg(de)
Y™ iNnda Héa {X 1 BZH& i~ {°%d Ed
MVZ-~O$ Hs g_Yd~ g Anvaiv
ahié Bg g_Yd™ Hin i~ ndhifaHs én
XZ hV His BfiZ " Incgr’ Hi gOZ
{HS"1& " Bncgn® Hin ~Mavi™ OrdZ-
_é7ng ni Hia Cg CiHS-H3é U
VWn OZ{hV _ g _{nV hiZ Ed g_fiV
AaiOHVr, AV 1™ Ara erfU Hs
{dé0 EHIOQ hnZ Hes {Xen Xr Ara
anUr ol HS Hi&“1U-"vd HS {cE Cg
Jé Or Z AnZn iidén {X"n -

GTeSwT 471 69 & @I |

T Afg gt st a1

BgHS giW hr AkiZ H§ AYHsia
_ QHVr hB {Z~c Ed {e{Wc hn
ahr OZVin HS gn_i{OHS OrdZ Hin
" dpfiWV HiaZ hV _V-_Vivan,
H§_HuS, {VnOn, M_EHsia aXeZ
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AiX ~tMian Ara é{T" nananAn Hi
fin Ed HSSn {danY {H§™n & -

JA-AATCRI BT G

VEHiICIZ g_10 Ara OZVi AZHS
_V-_Vivar _ CcPr hB Wr & Hht
diUdn Hin ~1c~rcn Wn Vi Hsht edn
Hir Ana Héhr e Hn & Héht an_ His
nO, Hiht HiUcren Ana Hiht {gOi-
ZIWn Hs "0 giYZn Hn Y Hn Zn_
{X™n On ahn Wr & EHS {ZaiHira na_tk_1
His Agr_ Ed gfr O Hin _nJ NiQ-
~S) BT His nOn VWWn AranYZn g
Adé0 hn 371 Wn & Bgr g™ Hy
gH{VV HiaV hE Jé Ji{~VXigh Or Z
{chih-
forfs o afae Rifg @ arar |
fa = 391 w18 St |
qeAEN T fdg g |
79 IR 441 foarr 11
qvq dd fabg 7 9BTT |
379 319 HiaR ST 11

AWV {0g-{0Og gV, nra-nJ~a
Z WSr gr ~r {g{O akn His CgZ
AnZi AcJ nW ~Zn{c™n, na_ida
Hin {HSgr Z ~r Zht nhMiZn &

qfcf—got 1 forryr

_V-_Vivan _ CcP hE cnJ
_{V-nOn _ {dichg alVW&d {V'n
HS And ZV_fiVHS ho ah W S™{Hs



CZHs _V™Va {H§ d AnZ ~dciHs
a™ (na_tk_n) Hir hr aUn_ Hea ah hg
gU_ Hy ~ciHia AW Hi JhU HiaZ
His ~h &KV Jé Or His {1t _ A 1
31 CBV HiaZ His Anjit Adb{V H
Ara ¢ OrZ dicr nOV Wr Bgr{cE
_{V nOH$ Hs HSQ' AnciMZn HiaV' hE
Hhn h -

dife Yo & 7 g7y,

o) g g g 1

qore & TR 3,

forgsd vt aveld gvTgEl 11

g9 ) AR &,

forg grg= @ 3ifa grg Somat 11
gTg ORT GREWY & €IS,

qTg H e gt 11

FHPBIS BT ORI
_{V=nOn H gW hr VI-_T,
ViW-fWiZ, AZ8iZ AiX {d{dY
aHba HS HS_H&1Sn Hin ~r Jé Or Z
HSH {darY {H™n, STofHs ~ _Z1°
Hir AY{didng, hRY{ Vi Ana
gitU _Zadir g % Hiarzn MihV
W & VEHsiCrZ OZVi His V™V Wr
{HS H§_H&S g hr nin Hir Zne hivi
hé Egr _nZ{gHVi H§ HiiaU OZ Vi
difV{dHS Y_ g Xa hiHsa At_{dichg
1iVr On ahr Wr & Jé Or Z 17 % Hj
AnZ Aia na_tE_n H§ ~M g_ta v
On ah {didng H& nZOnJV HiaZ Hi
g\ic a g {H"n Ana fin® Hhn -
G 57 o915 9e 57 &1 |
FX PG T 3 S & AR 11
ffarsn &7 w1y 5 o9 a1
YU Blehc BIST Yo 3T 11
AWV OT {c1Z dic WHS JE, 1
nTZ dic hia JE, OY_g E*n’V
{dMra hr HsaV ah & {HVZ hr VI {gO
{HE, BYht _ OrdZ {~Vi {X"16 d g~
"W hi JE & BZ_ g EH§ ~r Hr_ Zht
ArnéBgrgx™ _JéOrZ h”

Hihn h -
faser 17 qg 9T FEERT |
fact &8 Hudt e Wi g™t 1
fba ok @ oFfivT werg |
Wd Bidbe ¢RT BTH T 319 11
AWV AZH Z Zr{gH _h Hia
g_KY ncJB, OrdZn™V ~+M" Hfi
mcZ {H7n & Jc _ HRr YraU Hs,
{gana OQ10Q al, HiZ {MadrHsa
"0 ~Zég~1WhiJE&BZ_
g AV g_~ HiB ~r Hn Zht Anvné
dfvV. VEHiicrZ g_10 Hin Vi
1l VW ViW fiziz_ {def {didig
ahn & VW fiWnZ na AZndi ™ HS
ahr S™i{HS BZ H§_HiiSnEd ~ 1 _
CcPHia OZVn fid™ Hi Ae©§ Ara
{XerhrZ Hsa ahr Wr & Egr pAWVr _
Y_ HS difiV{dHS fidén Hin nZ.AWi{nV
HiaZ hV Jé Jif~Xigh Or Z
é{TnaHla AZanZn Hin {Z.gHIM {danY
{HS™n Ana fin) Hshn -
Bide e ford ot el 11
TePpe Hiaw a uval 11
AWV ggra _ {OVZ ™Y HS
Z0_na i~W nOn nOVr 1 Hir {Zdih
Hiad, d g/ ZaHS HIS' _ OnEJ &

uTESl &1 faRry

VEHSICIZ cidn His YraUn {6 {def
de YraU HiaZ dic gV _hiE_n hiV h
& AnZr Bgr YraUn HS HiraU ni1{S"n
g RJ OV ah h & Eg deYrar Tndr
digZnAn _ {ca ahV h & BVZr hr
Zht _AVHS na MXZ Hir QrH& cJiHéa,
Jc _ _ncn YnaU Hia ~=+knzr iz
Hin fidnJ HiaV hé eara na anll Hir
cn Hia ~cr-"icr OZVi Hin nWAD
HaV h Ara PRr g_KY cJiV h & Eg
mI{S 1-Tn{d "n Hin \SQH¥iaV hE Jé
Or Z Hnh -
TANGgTTH R
TTY FY & T QAR 11
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WS &g W9 o 77 q18l 11
few & gy 18 11
Sitae T ST T IS 11
AT Y B goret ITo1T 11
W feErd Srra &1 11
SBFIT B T T 11
3T P15 BIclt H3 11
arg XF A S

AWV On i~{05 I SnU HS 1
Hin aXeZ HiaV h, CYh naciHs
{98 Zht {_cVr & ~Ufn CZHs nil Sn
Hin fidnd X I Hia anOn r CZHSs nOn
HiaZ cJV h, CZH de _hi OV h
(HV AVV. d Hiic Hs HiMr g HSQ
Hia ZaH§ _ dng HaV h & Bgr{ck Jé
OrZ Zi~ Han_{VnOn, H§_H&S,
i SnU JV{d{Y "1 g hQrHsa
AHiicnéf g 0SZ Hi CnXe XV h,
S™o{Hs Hdc na_it_n hr AVHsic
ghr™HS havi h -
F1 7 STq1 a1 B GT 4TS 11
3iqepres il g |eTs 11
Bide & FEr B U |
g7 YT 7 PBIg BT ]

T & JATaLIhT

70" His AlUmE_HS Ch{V H
{CE Jé Ji{~YXigh Or Z Jé Hs
ghr™Vn Ara Ardi~HVi na ~c {X"1
h VWi Jé Ed na it 1 Hit EHS 1Zs
hé&Jéna it 1 Cgr aHia ahVo h
{Og aHiia Oc g Cknb VaJ Oc _
ahVrh & VArVin -
ST S J% XTI IT &4 & 11
s seadEad g
Rig fifg fad 7g aret 11
g9 19 &d 7 7 BIhl 11
fog #3=v vd & 781 orgr 11
3% Rifg gd & av 4181 11
&IV el off I 33 & 11
Tl A AT Fav ¢ & 1



AWV Jé His eaU _ Anzdicn
17{0§ Vin Aria nin g _©§ hn Onv h
& VIUIE, digZiE enV hn Onvr h &
gvif, Y_, kiz AiX JU OnJv hiv
hé el Ho AHS_U ~r Cg na {Zi\ic
ho OV h & _cAN ~r CgHs naNiB
Hin N Zht v & Xave _ gjafjV {O¥hn
His AV na_iE_1 Cg {dnXiAn g
ga{jV alVih & dh {Z{Y 1-{g{0r
Hin fidh_r ~Z Ovi h Ana AVV., fidJ
_ dig HSaZ Hin A{YHSar hn Onvin b §

BgaHia Jé Ji~Xigh Or Z
“JZ ge”n Ara ArS~an Hir Xa
HiaZ VWn Y_ H$1 OrdZ _ CViaZ hV

0Z_1Zg Hn Ail™mE_HS Ed gn_{OHS
Niir aXiZ His & Bg N{i~1Y Hir

1~ ndhnfaHs Yach na ghO "if
BVZn 1™ nHS, 1" ndhn[aHs Ed aaUrax
~Z0"n {H§ OZVin Z Cg ~Sr ghOVi
g At_gV Hia {c™n & A0 7 h
Y_Ana g 10 HS AriWnJV & n Hin
ga{jV al Z H§ {CE AE™1di™HS Ed
aig{JH h & nzd- nzd H§ alv _Jc
Ed H& “nU Hi ~kdZn Hi aHiie AVA
h & A0 gnaXe{~H§Va, Ovr~ Vi Ed
AIVHSAIX HS _thac Y fiWmnzn

hV XE™n Ara AE tMifa™1 g OPV

hE gV _hmnéf H {dMra VVWn Hi1®

foRTa : fdeg Ioimelt Aifecd FHAH, gor 095/40

NraVeli{g ™1 H EHSVr HS g ~1YZ
H§ {CE {Xen {ZXe HiaV hE _hidnU
“1IXIZ X gHV h & OZ 1Zg Hir nW
Anci{HV Ha gHV h &

areq-372f faeddwur

9) 3Dl IO
Q) Tre¥l

3TPTS TOY
Jé Jif~VXagh Or Z Hic Hy
{o{dY Zn_1 g nHiran h & Og
gdHic, _hiHsic, IHhic AxX &
CgHis A{_Q, Anai0™ e{®§ Hin dUZ



HiaV hE CgHi AG-eGYrar én hr gi_Z ahn h & Bg{cE
Cg 1SJIniU, HimUniU, MHni{U, XESYrar, YZF-
~IUYnar AX eOYnar 21 n g g~i{YV {H"nh &

Bg e&Yrar AO™ Hiic Hin hr Jé Or Z "AHuic néf*
_1Znh & Hirc Hi gHSV miksa hr AJdiZ {diU, ~=n aHiQ
hE h & Hiic HS gHSV g hr “ndr {ed AdVi[aV hE h &
{OVZ dV_1Z nXiW h, g”r Hirc HS AYrZ h Aua Hirc hr
AHiic néf h &

Jé Ji{~VXigh Or Z "AHlic néf" H Anfa_~, AO",
o dkgc Ara ad én Hi {dfe COi™ g _hid XV hE
~Virnh {H _KZiX Ara AHInZ, e”-{Ze” Og eadra
g”\r Hiric Or HS bW His HimU g QHSS—QHSS hn JE& AV.
{d{OvV 0ZVn _ AiE_{didig Hss ~dZn CEnP HiaZ HS {cE
“h Andi HS Wn {HS Cg {dOVn His e{CShrZVin Hin njaM™
{Xn OF & Cg_ ~h " CEnb {H§™1 OIF {H§ CgHur el
AO™ Zhth & Jé OrZ “h™d OZVaH§ _Z _ nXu hr Zht
{HS"1 ~péHs "AHsic néf* Hs eal _ ¢ OrHia Cg AraJO~
HE X_Z Ara AV 1™ H§ {déO A 1S Hia (X 1d Jé Or Z
"AHiic néf*' H U™ _ g OZVi Hi CgHis AO™ e,
Aren Ana Vi Hit gXe {X"1{0Ogg A{didig Ara {Za-
1en g Cknb CXigrzVi Ara AYr}V g_1a hn JB &

TR
Jé Jif~Xogh Or Z "licgr* Hin Jé Hir AWz {X "1
hé{gO g _Xo™ Hi "licg' _ nfad{VV {H§n Ara Hiho
{H$ Bida HS &V {ZiNc a_ hr {OgHin VIW, XiZ, X',

Vn Atag™_h, {OgHs 6X™ _ nU A iV Hir aHire h
dh nfdl i~ hr "Bncgn h & Jé Or Z M §ran Hy
"Incgn* ~ZiHsa "Iic go nW* Hin {Z_1U {H"n &

Jé Or Z BZ miMi Hin gXa d6 nhzZiE Ara BYh "0
B1a" B Z1_ g g~i{YV {H1 & Jé Jif~YXagh Or Z nhe
BYh Xr{jV {HS™n Avia A_VmiZ Hiann & BZHS Zn_ H§ g
1gh edX O1S {X"1 Ana {\fa BZg fid~ ~r Xrjn cr AWV
A ViZ {H"n & dividaU _ A_VdiUr JO CRr -

arg! argt MASHT

34 % JT

A~ " n0Ofna dU ~X g _©$ hiHsa " icgn® Hin
_hnéfn, Bida % VWi eadran Hi EHS AnXe CXthaU
~Z1"14{0g aHa CZ_ Arana_tE 1 HiB "X Zht Wi
& (Jé JndX JmdX Jé h, ZiZH ~X Z B) Bgr aHdia
Jé Or Z "licgr' Hu AIE_fidén axiZ HiaHs Jé Ara
licgr _ HEB ~X Zht ahZ {X“n & "licgr’ Hs AcJ
nhMiZ Ara Cg_ EHiEd Ara ~YEd His ~idZr nXn HiaZ HS
{CE EHS {def de”Mu ~r {Z7V Hia Xr Ara Hhi - Mdi™
_"locgr HS M {MYh HSAN,, HSSn, HiniU, HiKn Ana Hie
hnJ &

AniV., Jé Or Z {ZpiMV OrdZ nO{V XHia gV
{gm{h™n By "Incgn nW* _Tic {X1& " VZ Z g
EHsén, dMifaHs Ava 1 ndhafaHs i g EHS_V VWi JédiUr
HS oW AmE_HS én g nUV"1 gn©$ hi JE &

S sisacs
SRk okek
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English

section



odern Punjabi Drama is
about a century old now.
Ishwar Chander Nanda’s

Dulhan (1914) is considered to be
the first modern Punjabi play which
was staged in Government College,
Lahore under the direction of Mrs.
Norah Richard, an Irish lady, who
was a dramatist and a great theatre
enthusiast. Her husband was a
professor of English at the College
and encouraged dramatic activities
at Lahore, which led to the birth of
modern Punjabi drama.

Several generations of Punjabi
playwrights have enriched modern
Punjabi drama. Ishwar Chander
Nanda, a Professor of English, is
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Modern
Punjabi
drama:

A Bird’s

eye-view

Dr. S.N. Sewak

rightly called the father of modern
Punjabi drama. His plays portrayed
social reality in a satirical manner
and became very popular. In his
generation, Balwant Gargi, Sant
Singh Sekhon, Harcharan Singh,
Gurdial Singh Khosla, and Gurdial
Singh Phull followed suit and
made significant contributions in
this filed. However, Balwant Gargi
distinguished himself with his full-
length and one-act plays which
became a craze for the viewers.

He had a thorough knowledge of
Western Drama and experimented
with the content and the form

his plays. He was an outstanding
theatre director who headed the

Department of Indian Theatre at
Panjab University, Chandigarh
for several years. One of his plays
- Kanak di Balli - was translated
as The Mango Tree in English and
staged in the UK. as well.

The next generation of Punjabi
playwrights included Surjit
Singh Sethi, Gurcharan Singh
Jasuja, Paritosh Gargi, Kapoor
Singh Ghumman, Atamjit, Ajmer
Singh Aulakh, Gursharan Singh,
Devinder Daman, Charan Dass
Sidhu, Swarajbir, S.N. Sewak,
and Pali Bhupinder Singh. They
lent new dimensions to modern
Punjabi drama through their plays.
Surjit Singh Sethi and Atamajit



Balwant Gargi

Sant Singh Sekhon

experimented with the theatre
of the absurd. Paritosh Gargi and
Kapoor Singh Ghumman added a
psychological dimension to Punjabi
drama. Ajmer Singh Aulakh and
Charan Dass Sidhu portrayed rural
issues in a naturalistic manner.
Gurcharan Singh Jasuja, Swarajbir
and S.N. Sewak probed the realms of
culture. Gursharan Singh brought a
radical dimension to Punjabi drama
with his propaganda plays meant
for revolutionary ideals. Devinder
Daman followed the same pattern
though in a subdued manner. Pali
Bhupinder Singh dealt with socio-
political themes in a symbolic
manner. This generation of Punjabi
playwrights have certainly made a
strong impact on Punjabi theatre.
Some of them still continue to write
and produce their plays in India and
abroad.

The latest generation of
Punjabi playwrights comprise
Jagdish Sachdeva, Sompal Hira,
Jatinder Brar, Devinder Kumar,

Kirti Kirpal, Jagdev Dhillon, Anita
Shabdish, Sahib Singh, Surinder
Sagar, Trilochan Panesar, Rana
Ranbir, Lakha Lehri, Taraspal
Kaur, Gurpreet Singh Toor, and
many others. They are all quite
active in the field. Jatinder Brar
has established Naatshala, a
fully-equipped modern theatre at
Amritsar, which is the only one of
its kind in India. It has a revolving
stage and excellent arrangements
for light and sound effects. [ have
had the privilege of staging two

of my plays - Rishtey and Dulla

- in Naatshala which was indeed a
memorable experience for us. This
generation of Punjabi playwrights
is really lucky to have such a good
theatre. The future of contemporary
Punjabi drama is therefore very
bright.

A word about Pakistani Punajbi
drama. From Sajjad Haider to
Shahid Nadeem, there have been a
score Punjabi playwrights who have
enriched modern Punjabi drama
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significantly. Sahid Nadeem has
visited India with his plays directed
by his wife, Madeeha Gauhar. Their
plays - Bulha and Dara - have been
highly admired in India. Despite
social and political restrictions in
Pakistan, Punjabi drama is making
steady progress there.

Punjabi drama lacks professional
theater directors. Harpal Tiwana
was a great Punjabi theatre director
who took Punjabi drama to the
world stage. His untimely demise
has been a great loss to Punjabi
drama. Now we have only Kewal
Dhaliwal who is truly professional
and who has directed many plays. I
am lucky that he did my play Kabir
as well to the thundering applause
of the audience. Pali Bhupinder
Singh and Ravi Taneja are also
somewhat professional. However,
we need many more professional
theater directors who can be very
helpful in the development of
modern Punjabi drama...



Gurbhajansingh Gill

Sultan
Bahu,

A Gem of
Punjabi
Sufi Poetry

Punjab (Pakistan) in 1629 A.D., Sultan Bahu was a

gem of Punjabi poetry in Sufi tradition. He can be
considered as the third pillar of Sufi tradition. Although
he lived physically up to 1690 AD, he still lives through
his utterly divine and realistic utterances. Most of his
books deal with specific aspects of Islam and Islamic
mysticism, but his Punjabi poetry had an extremely
popular appeal that made him a household name in
the region. His verses are sung in many genres of Sufi
music including gawwali and kafi. Like Shah Husain and
Bulle Shah, Sultan Bahu enriched Sufi poetry with his
own style based on upholding the dignity of human life,
beyond the confines of any religious frame. In his efforts
to explain the worth of true love, Sultan Bahu pleaded
for the omnipresence of Almighty. He upheld that
goodness is common to all religions and always stood for

B orn in Anga, Soon Valley, Sakesar in the western

ks A S Mk

DLTRMUL SREFR HAZRAT SULTHH A
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true love that sanctifies and glorifies human essence.
“Alaf Allah Chambe di buti,
Murshad mann meray vich laayee Hu
Nafi, Asbaat da paani milay su,
Har rangay har jaayee Hu
Andar buti mushaq machaayaa,
ja phullann par aayee Hu
Jeevay Murshad Kaamal Bahu,
Jay ih buti laayee Hu".

Sultan Bahu belonged to the Qadiri Sufi order and
later initiated his own off-shoot, Sarwari Qadiri. He
refers to Muhiyuddin Abdul Qadir Gilani as his spiritual
Master in his books and poetry, though Abdul Qadir
Gilani died before the birth of Sultan Bahu.

Sultan Bahu is a direct descendant of Alj, the cousin
of Muhammad. He was Hashimi and belonged to the
Awan tribe which traces its descent from Ameer Shah,
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son of Qutub Shah. The mausoleum of Sultan Bahu
located in Garh Maharaja, Punjab, Pakistan was originally
built on his grave but had to be moved twice when the
River Chenab changed its course. It is a popular Sufi
shrine, and the annual Urs festival commemorating his
death is celebrated with great fervour during the month
of Muharram. Every year on the 9th of Muharram, a gusal
(bath) is also conducted in which the descendants of
Sultan Bahu wash the shrine with rose water.

His mother, Ma Rasti, who was a pious lady,
envisioned that soon she will be blessed with a child
having inherent spiritual qualities whose light of Faqr
will do good to many a seeker. She was instructed to
name the child 'Ba Hu' (meaning "With Allah"). This
name, most certainly suited his holy personality, for
he was always engrossed in the Love of Allah. Hazrat
Sultan Bahu's name has no parallel; and reflects his high
spiritual stature.

Sultan Bahu's education began with his mother. She
told him to seek spiritual guidance from a Wali (friend
of God). After some time he moved to Delhi for polishing
under the guidance of Sheikh Abdul Rehman al Qadari.
Soon Sheikh Abdul Rehman al Qadari felt that he cannot
add anything to Sultan Bahu's knowledge as he (Bahu)
already was ahead in knowledge than he himself was. As
time went by, the ancestors of Sultan Bahu migrated and
settled in South Asia, and the father of Sultan Bahu, Bazid

Muhammed, became an important titleholder at the
court of the Mughal emperors of South Asia.

Hazrat Kaloo Shah, the son of Hazrat Juneid Qureishi
was a mureed (follower) of Sultan Bahu. One fine day,
due to the pangs of separation, love and wish he decided
to visit his Sheikh Hazrat Sultan Bahu. When he arrived
at the place, he heard the sound of a loud "Hu' echoing
from within the small chamber. He went inside to meet
his Sheikh but there was no sign of Hazrat Sultan Bahu.
Standing inside the chamber in surprise, he heard the
sound of a resounding "Hu' coming from outside the
chamber. Sheikh Kaloo went outside again hoping to
meet his Teacher but again there was no sign of him.
Every time he heard the "Hu' he went inside or outside
but without any sign of Sheikh Sahib. Hazrat Kaloo
Shah stood outside perplexed and bewildered by the
happening and recited the following:

“Inside is Hu -- outside is Hu

Where is Sheikh Bahu

The love of Hu, the desire for Hu

Has kindled my yearning for Hu.”
Reciting the following verse,

the Saint revealed himself to Kaloo Shah.
“Wherever the light of Hu reflects,

Runs darkness in despair,

Oh Bahu! whosoever realizes Hu,

Both the worlds are his forever”
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The message of Sultan Bahu is straightforward. In
his verses he suggested to be progressive and to follow
‘out of box’ approach to achieve anything strived for.
This is like the imaginative world in which writers and
litterateurs remain engrossed. Sultan Bahu is common
to people on both sides of the border and commands full
respect in Indian Punjab, Pakistani Punjab and the third
Punjab on foreign lands. Whatever he has uttered, he did
it with undeterred feel:

“Allah padhyoN hafaz hayoN na gia
hijaaboN parda Hu
Padh padh aalam fazal hoyoN bhi
talib hoyoN zar da Hu
Se hazar kitabaN padhiaN zalam
nafs na marda Hu
Bajh fageeraN kisse na marya
Bahu chor andar da Hu”

Sultan Bahu questions that concentration on tasbi
(beads) is of no use until you bring the needed change
in your mind. If you do not learn humane values, there is
no use of your gained knowledge. He lays emphasis on
making righteous efforts and undergoing the rigorous
test of life. Only then you could attain your goal. Look at
these lines:

“Tasbi phiri te dil na phirya ki
lina tasbi phar ke Hu?

Ilam padhia te adab na sikhya
laina ilam noon padh ke Hu?
Chille katte te kujh na khatia ki
laina chiliaN war ke Hu?

Jaag bina dudh jamde na Bahu
laal howan bhanwiN kadh ke Hu”

In the poetry of Sultan Bahu there is a strong
message of introspection to lead a righteous life. There is
give and take in this materialistic life, he says adding that
everyone interacts only with some selfish motive. The
inner voice can only lead us to reach our destination.
Read the following verses:

“Pata daman hoya purana kachrak seewe darzi Hu

Haal da mehram koi na milia jo milia so gharzi Hu

Bajh murabbi kisse na ladhi gujhi marz ander di
Hu

Osse raah wal jaiye Bahu jis thin khalqat dar di
Hu”

The God Almighty is inside us and we must
understand this, was the message of Sultan Bahu. He
always pleaded that we must endeavor knowing one’s
inner self. Look at the beautiful creation of the great poet,
Sultan Bahu.

“Eh tan sacche rabb da hujara,

khiddiyaan baagh bahaaraan Hu,
Viche koonjhe, viche massaley,
sajade diyaan hazaaraan Hu,

Viche kaaba viche kibala,
ilallaa pukaaraan Hu,

Kaamil murshad mileya baahu,

aape laisi saaraan Hu".

He emphasizes that Allah is inside us and outside,
omnipresent indeed. We have to give something to
achieve something. The bookish knowledge will only
make you to be known as learned but only those who
follow the righteous and virtuous path in life will be
known in posterity.

“Andar hu te baahar hu,

vatt baahu kiht labheeve Hu,

Sae giyaazat katt karaahaan,
khoon jigar da peeve Hu,

Lakh hazaar kitaabaan paddh ke,
daanishmand sadeeve Hu,

Naam fakir tahenda baahu,
kabar jahendi jeeve Hu".

Sultan Bahu is supposed to have authored over one
hundred and forty works and treatises. The list includes:
Abiyaat-e-Bahoo, Risala-e-Ruhi, Nurul Huda (Kalaan),
Nurul Huda (Khurd), Agl Baidaar, Mahqg-ul-Fuqgar
(Kalaan), Mahqg-ul-Fuqar (Khurd), Aurang-Shaahi, Jami-
il-Asraar, Taufiq-Hedaayat, Kaleed Tauheed (Kalaan),
Kaleed Tauheed (Khurd), Ainul Faqr, Shamsul Arifeen,
Magzane Faiz, Asrare Qaderi, Kaleed Jannat, Muhgamul
Fugar (Kalaan), Muhgamul Fuqar (Khurd), Majaalis-tun
Nabi, Muftahul Arifeen, Hujjatul Asraar, Jannatul Firdaus,
Kash-ful Asraar, Muhabbatul Asraar, Panj Ganj, and Fazlul
Laqa. The books Ganjul Asraar and Ameerul Konain are
said to written by Sultan Bahu, however, there is not
enough evidence.

The saints of the stature of Sultan Bahu can sow
seeds of love and affection in the minds of people.

They are indeed the lighthouse for the masses. The

Sufi tradition is known for propagation of broad based
amplitude of humanity and for denouncing narrow-
mindedness. This strength of this tradition can be
accounted as the reason for the wider dissemination of
Sufi tradition from the gulf to south Asian regions. Sufism
is not the name of any religious outfit but a style of life
leading. The Sufi tradition was nurtured by many from
Baba Farid to Khwaza Ghulam Farid and even today the
writings have shown great influence of Baba Bulleh Shah,
Hazarat Sultan Bahu, and Shah Hussain. It is a good sign
that writers like Ishwar Dass Faquir and Janak Sharmila
are writing kafis. The congregation of devout at the
dargahs of Sufi Saints, Peers and Aulias sing their kalams
in India, Pakistan and elsewhere. This reflects the truth in
the utterances of these Sulfi lyricists.

The verses of Hazarat Sultan Bahu lead to purification
of mind and builds inner strength. He was indeed a gem
of Punjabi poetry in Sufi tradition.

S sieass
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Patron Committee

Hon. Hon. Hon. Hon. Hon.
Sharad Pawar Parkashsing Badal Nitin Gadkari Devendra Phadanvis  Sushilkumar Shinde
Former Union Chief Minister, Union Minister for Chief Minister, Former Union
Agriculture Minister Punjab Road Transport Maharashtra Home Minister
Chief Patron Patron Patron Patron Patron
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S. Sant Sing Mokha

Organizing Gommittee

Bharat Desadla

Anil Shirole

S. Mohan Singh Rajpal

S. Charanjeet Singh Sahani

RPS Sehgal
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Yogesh Behl
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S. Gurmit Bagga

S. Dilip Singh Gosal

Adv. Abhay Chhajed

Avtar Singh Sachdev

Girish Gandhi

Arun Newaskar

S. Charan Singh Sapra

S. Surendra Wadhwa

forma : faeg are ATfRe |AHG, gor 2095 /¢ 3

Manijit Singh Bhatti

Kasturilal Wasan

Jasbir Singh Dham

M. S. Randhawa
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Reception Gommittee

Dr. Tejwant Singh Maan Dr. Labh Singh Khiva S. Gurubhajan Singh Gill

W
- |
Dr. Sukhdev Singh

A

S. Satham Manak

S. Varinder Walia S. Jaswant Singh Zafar Dr. Surjit Singh

S. Surinder Singh Tej
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Shailesh Pagariya  Shailesh Wadekar S. Harbans Singh  S. Sarbjit Singh Bawa

Prashant Talnikar Khwaja Sayyed Anuj Nahar Suyog Gundecha Gopal Kamble

Pandharinath Bokare  Shivkumar Saluja

Atul Jain Jatender Mohan Vig

Harjeet Singh Wadhawa ~ Yuwaraj Shah

Sanjeev Shah

S. Daljit Singh Rank
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With Best Complements From




YOUR HOME JUST
A STEP AWAY...

Near Infosys
Wipro Circle
Hinjawadi
PHASE 1
willl, READY POSSESSION FLATS
T ] 1 BHK 719sqft - 43Lakhs (all inclusive)

gﬁgen!:e?ms%&!!!.gers 2 BHK - 53 Lakhs onwards

Call 844 644 7676
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432, Narayan peth, Near Patrya Maruti Off Laxmi Road, Pune 30.
Tel- 24433280/81. Ample Parking Space & Valet Parking
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